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FCC Mall Room 

Together, we considerecl it a TI&.11\'>tl~ttlle'\lllP ~~IJJD~~ to 'd~ with all the problems 
in the Jail: OVerci-owdiM, cofiditions throughout. 

Through hard work by·~-~~c.u~~!liY•.•. ""'~~.~~\(>~gbt and-~ lawsuit 
~ 35 years after. 2010, I~ e ·rn .. pounty Jail was 
accredited by the Ameri1o'all~it'Qil(i1onaJ. Associ~tion (A.C · . I : 

I 

I am writing you to y concerns about the FCC's consi telephone 
charges. I maintain telephone revenue was absolutely key to County and our 
ability to fight for, and· eventually obtain constitutional conditions and ultitjuitely, AC.A. 

accreditati~n. In Indiana, our General Assem~b' has wisely .looked at the i$Sue of inm!:'~ 
telephones~and enacted J.G. 5'.'.~-:4~-6. , 4t ~itioDr the. Iegi$l~ture ~· ena9¥. a ~ifi~ statute 
~neeming ~the:µse of.tho~~. fQr ~ental ~e~CJJ:t, ·~ifi~y LC._ 36-8: 10-21. 
Additionally, our appellate courts haye considCred challenges to our stailitory'ptoVisions ana· 

• • • • , · 1 

rejected them out of hand. See Alexander v. Marion County Sheriff, 891 N.E.2d 87 (Ind. Ct 
App. 2008). Thus, in Indian8, we have a judicially approved statutory scheµle that allows 
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App. 2008). Thus, in Indiana, we have a judicially approved statutory scheme that allows 

Sheriffs to utilize telephone monies to operate and maintain jails in accord with high standards. 
Obviously, the accreditation by ACA, as well as the accreditation by the National Commission 
on Correctional Healthcare (NCCHC) directly benefits iruD.ates and, ultima~ly, their families. 

Jail telephone communications are closely monitored at the Marion County}Jail. Costs 

associated with Jail telephones are high due to the wanton destruction, and imusuaI wear and 
. I 

tear. Simply maintaining these lines is difficult enough. At the Marion Couty Jail, we have 
I ' 

staff dedicated to making sure the telephones ood repair. We have ¥~tionaf staff 
dedicated to ensure inmates do not rig the tel m and gain acces~ tO outside lines that 

' are not restricted. This is a constant and · I 
We also fight a constant baqJe":tJ~~sue 
risk, and we have worlcJ~~~O)ll~aur 

In Marion County, the inmat~~:Jetillf>l 

Offender Management Syste1m.,,wn1en 

fashion. It is linked to our co·~~ln0 

Jail Visitation. These tools ~Si'1..f\!Dl'tl~nm~ Jll"IJ~~~ 



Furthermore, we are working with the telephone vendor to provide additional opportunities to the 
inmates. Obviously, we could restrict inmate communication to Jail visits and written letters. 

I 

However, in addition to telephone communication, we are investigating the! posfilble inmate use 
of emails and texting. Furthermore, we are considering electronic games u.d other devices 
which would allow inmates more opportunity for diversion. "An idle mind is the devil's 
workshop," and we have foiled major escape attempts over the last few yec4rs. It takes time and 

money to develop these options for the inmates and their families, but the telephone monies 
I 

allow us to move forward. 
I 

. i ' 
Finally, I am proud of our funding of Jail . as GED! anger~ parenting 
classes, and AA/NA activities. All of these 1J1Jf1'1!1'1Ql~and supported by "J~'s ~ 
Fund. Marion County jum 's · to he · -~the rising 
number of female inmates. ents to the 
infrastructure were fuQ~Ktftl~diJl'1e o~~~~ ~~1epoo.t"JQQl~,..~ 

service. In closing, I woul 
happy to discuss this matter 
attention. 

cc: Congressman · Carson 
Senator Joe Donnelly 
Steve Luce, Indiana Sheriffs' Association 

yon for your kind 


